
 

 

 

 

 

California Coast 
 

 
 

Highlights.... 
San Francisco ● Yosemite National Park ● Monterey ● 17 Mile 

Drive ● Big Sur ● Hearst Castle ● Solvang ● Santa Barbara   Los 

Angeles ● San Diego 

 

9 Days 9 Days 9 Days 9 Days ● 9 Meals: 5 Breakfasts ● 4 Dinners ● 9 Meals: 5 Breakfasts ● 4 Dinners ● 9 Meals: 5 Breakfasts ● 4 Dinners ● 9 Meals: 5 Breakfasts ● 4 Dinners     
COLLETTE EXPERIENCESCOLLETTE EXPERIENCESCOLLETTE EXPERIENCESCOLLETTE EXPERIENCES    

� Stay in Yosemite National Park and receive firsthand experiences 

of its towering waterfalls and unique rock formations. 

� Travel 17 Mile Drive, the scenic bypass lining the Pacific Ocean, 

and see such landmarks as the Lone Cypress Tree, the flat top 

evergreen symbolic of Pebble Beach. 

� Explore the quaint village of Solvang, known for its Danish 

architecture, bakeries, windmills and shops. 

� A 2-night stay in San Diego at the end of your trip includes a 

perfect balance of sightseeing and leisure time. 

 
Day 1: Arrive San Francisco, California - Tour Begins 

Welcome as you join us on a scenic journey along California’s 

amazing coast. Your tour begins in “the City by the Bay,” San 

Francisco. Enjoy the ambiance of this lively city, known for its ethnic 

diversity and unique history. 

 

Day 2: San Francisco 

A local guide showcases the popular landmarks of San Francisco, 

including the Twin Peaks, the Golden Gate Bridge and 

Chinatown. Later, enjoy some leisure time to explore Fisherman’s 

Wharf where you may sample cracked crab and the renowned 

sourdough French bread. Shop in lively Union Square or visit 

Ghirardelli Square, once the site of one of the largest producers of 

chocolate in the country. For a true local experience, ride the famed 

cable cars up and down San Francisco’s thrilling hills as you sightsee. 

Today dinner will be included. 
 

Day 3: San Francisco - Yosemite National Park 

Today you wind through the majestic Sierra Nevada Mountains 

en route to one of Mother Nature's greatest masterpieces, 

Yosemite National Park. While camping at the park in 1903, 

President Teddy Roosevelt called Yosemite "the most beautiful 

place in the world." Yosemite’s amazing waterfalls, unique rock 

formations, deep valleys, Alpine meadows and groves of beautiful 

trees will leave you awestruck as they did Ansel Adams, who lived in 

the park while taking his famous portfolio of striking photographs. 

Upon arrival, join your fellow travelers on an open-air tram* to view 

sites such as Yosemite Falls, Half Dome and El Capitan, as well as 

learn about the park's history, geology, and wildlife. 
 

Day 4: Yosemite National Park - Monterey 

Travel to Monterey, the city often called the greatest meeting of land, 

sea and sky. Monterey is home to the famed 17 Mile Drive, also 

known as one of the most breathtaking coastlines in the world. Along 

the drive you will pass through the Del Monte Forest and see such 

famous sights as the Lone Cypress Tree, perhaps the most 

photographed tree in the world; Seal Rock, where the seals may 

actually bark at you; and the Pebble Beach Golf Course. Next, travel 

to Old Monterey, the place where California’s statehood began in 

1849, filled with lovingly restored historic buildings and Spanish 

adobes. An afternoon arrival will allow you time to independently 

explore charming Old Monterey and shop at Cannery Row, made 

famous by John Steinbeck. Today breakfast and dinner will be 

included. 
 

Day 5: Monterey - Solvang 

Journey 90 miles along the Big Sur Coast, flanked by the Santa Lucia 

Mountains and the sea sprayed, rocky Pacific, for a trip that will surely 

take your breath away. Upon arrival in San Simeon you will visit one 

of the world’s greatest showplaces, the palatial mountaintop retreat of 

Hearst Castle, built by newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst. 

Tour the Castle, built on a 40,000 acre ranch that Hearst 

frequently camped on as a child. Now a National Historic 

Landmark, Hearst was constantly building and rebuilding what 

he simply called "the ranch." As a result, the estate was not 

completed during Hearst's lifetime, and was later donated to the 

State of California in 1957. Explore some of its 165 rooms and 127 

acres of gardens, terraces, pools and walkways. Later, arrive at the 

quaint Danish village of Solvang, in Santa Barbara County, known for 

its old-world architecture and flower-lined streets. Today breakfast 

and dinner will be included. 
 

Day 6: Solvang - Santa Barbara - Solvang 

Founded in 1911 by a group of Danish educators, Solvang’s flower-

lined streets and European shops and bakeries are the perfect setting 

for a morning stroll. Later, you'll leave for Santa Barbara, famous for 

its breathtaking setting and natural beauty fused from the dramatic mix 

of mountains, valleys, beaches, islands and the sea. Some free time 

allows you to explore the downtown area laced with pedestrian-

friendly sidewalks and paseos, with the Santa Ynez Mountains as a 

lovely backdrop. You may prefer to grab a pedicab (Santa Barbara’s 



 

 

answer to the rickshaw) or hop aboard an eco-friendly electric shuttle 

to the waterfront area famous for Stearns Wharf which has been a part 

of the scene since 1872. Today breakfast will be included. 
 

Day 7: Solvang - Los Angeles - San Diego 

This morning, continue on your coastal journey to glittering Los 

Angeles, the “City of Angels,” and home to Universal Studios, as well 

as a host of your favorite musical and film celebrities. During your 

tour of Los Angeles, visit Graumann's Chinese Theatre, where 

nearly 200 movie stars have left their hand and foot prints, and see 

the popular Hollywood Walk of Fame. Tonight, arrive in 

California's second largest city, San Diego. Known for its ideal 

climate, 70 miles of pristine beaches, and world-class attractions, San 

Diego is bordered by the Pacific Ocean, Mexico, the Anza-Borrego 

Desert and the Laguna Mountains. Today breakfast will be included. 
 

Day 8: San Diego 

This morning, join a local guide for a comprehensive tour including 

downtown, the Gaslamp Quarter, Balboa Park, Coronado Island and 

Old Town San Diego. The afternoon is yours to experience San Diego 

at your leisure. Tonight, join your fellow travelers for dinner at a great 

local restaurant. Today breakfast and dinner will be included. 
 

Day 9: San Diego - Tour Ends 

Your tour ends today, but the memories will stay with you forever. 
 

 

 

 

Experience It! _______________________Experience It! _______________________Experience It! _______________________Experience It! ______________________________ _______ _______ _______ The Big Sur Coast 
 

Witness the drama of the Big Sur coast unfolding right before your eyes…waves crashing onto the rocky shore…rolling hills giving way to 

massive cliffs…mile after mile of amazing scenery. Join us on an unforgettable adventure along California's most picturesque roadway. 

Early settlers in Monterey often referred to the region where they lived as "El Sur Grande" or "the Big South." The term "Big Sur" is a simple 

mixture of English and Spanish. The Big Sur region is a 90-mile stretch of land that parallels Highway 1, starting in Carmel and ending in San 

Simeon. This scenic route serves up one of the most breathtaking drives in all of North America. This is where the mountains meet the sea.  

Wind your way along the jagged coastline and take in a view you will not soon forget. 

 

 

 

YOUR ITINERARY AT A GLANCEYOUR ITINERARY AT A GLANCEYOUR ITINERARY AT A GLANCEYOUR ITINERARY AT A GLANCE    

Day 1, 2 Westin St. Francis, San Francisco, CA or 

Marriott Fisherman's Wharf, San 

Francisco, CA 

Day 3 Yosemite Hotel, Yosemite National 

Park, CA 

Day 4 Portola Hotel & Spa, Monterey, CA 

Day 5, 6 Hadsten House, Solvang, CA 

Day 7, 8 Sheraton Suites San Diego at Symphony 

Hall, San Diego, CA or Courtyard by 

Marriott Liberty Station, San Diego, 

CA 
On some dates alternate hotels may be used. 

 
 

Please Note: 

Air rate and schedule are applicable for groups of 10 or more traveling on the same 

flights and dates. 

  
To complete your vacation, we include roundtrip airport-to-hotel transfers when 

purchasing Collette airfare with your tour.  If you have arranged for your own air, we are 

pleased to provide you the option of purchasing these transfers.  Please note that all 

transfers will leave at pre-scheduled times. 
 

*The tour through Yosemite may be conducted on your motorcoach rather than the open 

air tram (depending upon the weather). 
 

This tour requires average physical activity.  You should be in good health, able to climb 

stairs and walk reasonable distances, possibly over uneven grounds and cobblestone 

streets. 
 

 



 

 

___________________________________IMPORTANT RESERVATION INFORMATION___________________________________ 
IDENTIFICATION 

Travel within USA 

All airlines will ask for identification when you check-in. It is recommended that you 

carry a passport if you have one. A driver's license (with a photo I.D.) is also acceptable 

for domestic flights. 

 

*Airline Fuel Surcharges: Our air inclusive vacations are priced including airline fuel 

surcharges valid at time of print. These fuel surcharges are assessed by the airlines and 

are subject to increase without notice. Government taxes and fees are additional.  

Taxes and Fees: Government and Other Authority Taxes and Fees are not included in 

base fare but are included in the tax amount listed: September 11th Security Fee up to 

$10.00 ,Passenger Facility Charge (PFCs) of up to $18 per passenger ,Federal Domestic 

Flight Segment Fee of up to $3.50 USD applies per passenger, per segment. , US or 

International Departure and Arrival Fees up to $350 which vary by itinerary. In order 

to better serve you, once you complete the booking process your invoice will display 

your vacation land package, base airfare, fuel surcharge and all taxes and fees as 

separate line items. Airfares are subject to change. Seats are limited and may not be 

available on every flight or departure date.  

Checked Baggage Charges: Some airlines may impose additional charges if you choose 

to check any baggage. Please contact your airline or refer to its website for detailed 

information regarding your airline's checked baggage policies, as fees vary by airline 

and destination. 

 

 

Cancellation Charges for this tour: After your seat reduction date has passed, a non-

refundable deposit will be retained.  For Cancellation between 60-16 days prior to 

departure: cancellation fee of 30% of total price. For cancellation between 15-1 days 

prior to departure: cancellation fee of 50% of total price.  For cancellation on the day of 

departure and after: 100% of total price. For Ocean Cruises:  For cancellation between 

90-61 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 35% of total price. For cancellation 

between 60-31 days prior to departure: 60% of total price. 30 or fewer days prior to 

departure: 100% of total price.  For River Cruises: including Europe, Russia, Egypt and 

China, 90-61 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 50% of total price. For 

cancellation between 60-31 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 85% of total 

price. For cancellation 30 or fewer days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 100% of 

total price. For Galapagos and Antarctica: A cancellation fee of 60% will apply for 

cancellation between 120-90 days prior to departure; A cancellation charge of 100% 

will apply for cancellation less than 90 days prior to departure.  Cancellation protection 

is highly recommended and must be purchased at time of deposit. Air rates are subject 

to change until tour is paid in full. If waivers have not been purchased and a 

reservation is cancelled for any reason prior to departure - Air is 100% non-refundable 

once paid in full. Cancellation charges also apply to reservations made for "pre" and 

"post" night accommodations.   Purchase of Waiver and Insurance guarantees a full 

refund of all payments (including deposit), except the Waiver and insurance fee itself, 

made to Collette Vacations for travel arrangements in case of cancellation of your 

travel plans for any reason prior to the day of departure.  The Waiver and Insurance 

does not cover any single supplement charges which arise from an individual's 

Traveling companion electing to cancel for any reason prior to departure.  Upon 

cancellation of transportation or travel services where you, the customer, are not at 

fault and have not canceled in violation of the terms and conditions above, you will be 

refunded 100%.  Please see your sales agent for more information, or review our 

brochure for details. 

 

Responsibilities: Neither Collette Travel Services, Inc., its affiliated entities and its and 

their employees, shareholders, officers, directors, successors, agents, and assigns 

(collectively "Collette"), own or operate any person or entity which is to or does 

provide goods or services for these trips.  Because Collette does not maintain control or 

operate the personnel, equipment, or operations of the suppliers it uses and as such 

Collette assumes no responsibility for and cannot be held liable for any personal 

injury, death, property damage or other loss accident, delay, inconvenience, or 

irregularity which may be occasioned by reason of (1) any wrongful, negligent, willful 

or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any of the suppliers or other 

employees or agents; (2) any defect in or failure of any vehicle, equipment, or 

instrument owned, operated or otherwise used by any of these suppliers; or (3) any 

wrongful, willful or negligent act of or omission on the part of any other party not 

under the supervision and control of Collette. Additionally, Collette waives any and all 

liability for losses or expenses due to sickness, lack of appropriate medical facilities or 

practitioners, weather, strikes, theft or other criminal acts, war, terrorism, computer 

problems, acts of God, or other such causes.  All services and accommodations are 

subject to the laws of the country in which they are provided.  Collette reserves the 

right to make changes in the published itinerary whenever, in their sole judgment, 

conditions warrant, or if Collette deems it necessary for the comfort, convenience, or 

the safety of the tour.  Collette reserves the right to withdraw any tour at any time.  

Collette reserves the right to decline to accept any person as a member of the tour, or to 

require any participant to withdraw from the tour at any time, when such action is 

determined by the tour manager to be in the best interests of the health, safety, and 

general welfare of the tour group or of the individual participant.  Collette does not 

accept liability for any carrier's cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase of a non-

refundable airline or other ticket to the tour departure city and return or otherwise.  

Baggage and personal effects are the sole responsibility of the passenger at all times. 

Passengers may be photographed for the promotional purposes of Collette.  Payment 

of the deposit to Collette constitutes acceptance of these terms and conditions. 

Passenger agrees that any dispute concerning, relating, or referring to the contract, the 

brochure or any literature concerning my trip, or the trip itself, shall be resolved 

exclusively by binding arbitration according to the then existing rules of the American 

Arbitration Association in Rhode Island.  Such proceedings will be governed by 

substantive Rhode Island law. The arbitrator and not any federal, state, or local court 

or agency shall have exclusive authority to resolve any dispute relating to the 

interpretation, applicability, enforceability, conscionability, or formation of this 

contract, including but not limited to any claim that all or any part of this contract is 

void or voidable. Explorations and Smithsonian Journeys Travel Adventures are 

brands of Collette Travel Services Inc., a Rhode Island based corporation.  

 

 

Consumer Protection Plans: Collette Travel Service holds membership in the 

following highly reputable industry organizations: the United States Tour Operators 

Association and the American Society of Travel Agents.  Each association operates a 

consumer protection plan to cover deposits made by travelers.  Full details are 

available from the organizations or Collette Travel Service. Collette is pleased to give 

this additional protection to our clients.  Our California Sellers of Travel registration 

number is 2006766-20.  Our State of Washington Unified Business Number is 

601220855. Our Nevada Sellers of Travel registration number is 2003-0279. 

 
 

 

   


